IMPERIAL  GERMANY
When Germany so comes into the complex of commer-
cial and industrial Europe in the nineteenth century it is
under the lead of the Prussian State, not under that of the
south-German or Austrian peoples 5 and the lead of Prussia
is wholly of a political character and is directed to political
ends. Prussia contributed nothing else than a political (war-
like) force and political ambitions. German cultural ele-
ments, other than warlike and political, come from the
' countries farther to the south and west. But this contribu-
tion from the Prussian side has been very consequential.
That the Prussian State so came into the hegemony in
this Imperial era is of course neither an accident nor an
afterthought of Providence. It has not unusually contented
the German historians, and laymen, to ascribe the leader-
ship of Prussia to the wisdom and other political virtues of
the Hohenzollern, from the Great Elector, through Fred-
erick the Great, to the present incumbent j just as those who
incline to a romantic interpretation of history have also been
content to find in Bismarck the chief cause of the eventual
formation of the Empire on those practicable lines on which
its great history has run. Doubtless the personal characteris-
tics of these great figures of history have had much to do
with the shaping of events, and the present state of the Ger-
man nation owes much of its peculiar complexion to the
work of these great men. Yet it is not precisely that the
German peoples have been as wax in their hands, nor need
it follow that the outcome would have been substantially
different in any essential respect in the conceivable absence
of these personages from the history of the past two cen-
turies. In their absence their room would probably have